
Collecting Space Memorabilia Resource 
 
One of the many things I learned listening to Robert Pearlman (www.collectspace.com) on The 
Collectors Show (www.webtalkradio.net) was that there were a lot of different ways to assemble 
a collection of space items that did not necessarily fly in space.  
 
A quick look around the Internet shows how true this is. For example, on the Heritage Auction 
web site there are over 2,000 items listed that sold or are for sale. Some of these include an 
autograph from Neil Armstrong on the July 21, 1969 edition of the Wapakoneta Daily News, a 
cover from the book “Space Marines and the Slavers” by Leo Morey, and several original 
paintings like “Spacewalk” by Mark Schuler. While researching this piece, I saw some things 
from my own childhood that include a copy of the book, “Have Spacesuit Will Travel” which I 
read in the 4th grade along with plastic models and toys from the 1960’s.   
 
For baby boomers, the 60’s were the time you were growing up (like me) dropping out, getting 
drafted, or figuring ways to not get drafted. It was the decade we lost confidence in our 
government but were reaffirmed somewhat by the success of the U.S. space program. When 
Armstrong and Aldrin landed on the moon and then made it back safely, we were reaffirmed at 
how exceptional we were. And that in spite of our many flaws and mistakes, could achieve any 
goal regardless. The Apollo program went from a blank sheet of paper to success in less than 9 
years. It is hard to remember any similar achievements of this or any similar scope accomplished 
in so little time. I think that is the feeling we recapture when we collect space. You can 
experience disappointment, disillusionment and optimism all at once. That is what the space 
collecting recollection did for me.  
 
Starting A Space Collection 
Like so many kids, Robert wanted to be an astronaut and his parent sent him to space camp 6 
times. His interest in space exploration morphed into www.collectspace in 1999. Here is some 
advice for starting a space collection: 

- What about the space program are you the most interested? Is it the astronauts that really 
gets you excited? Is it the hardware, the rockets and spacecraft? Is it the technology that’s 
being employed? Is it manned versus unmanned?” Once you decide that, your collection 
will have some direction.  

- The first pieces in his collection were newspapers that his mother, who was a teacher, had 
saved from the day after the moon landing in 1969.  

- Then a profile of a space memorabilia collector in Final Frontier magazine sparked the 
beginning of his current collection of more than 300 space artifacts. 

- Space memorabilia collections run the gamut, from stamps to patches 
commemorating missions to actual pieces of spacecraft — the largest piece in 
Pearlman’s collection is a 4-foot-by-4-foot space station hatch weighing 200 
pounds.  

- The most valuable items of space memorabilia are generally those from the 
NASA, particularly the Apollo space program, and for those looking to make a profit, 
these collectibles are likely to continue to rise in value. 



- However, this market is far from undervalued and requires a substantial outlay to secure 
anything of significance. A top-grade photo signed by all members of Apollo 11, for 
example, is worth around $18,000.00. 

- Collect things that make you feel good because they are around.  
 

Collectible Possibilities (absolutely not an endorsement by me, people who know me or any 
living person).  

- The Mars Curiosity Lapel Pin. Current price $4.50. 
- Mars Curiosity Rover Poster. Current price $14.99 
- NASA Space Shuttle return to Flight Pin. Current price $19.99. 
- Space Shuttle End of the Program Patch. Current price $8.95. 
- The Apollo 11 Commemorative Framed Set. Current price $149.95.  
- Anything with the “Dragon” logo. From the privately funded venture led by Elon Musk.  

 
Five space collecting facts (From Paul Fraser) 

1. Coca-Cola spent millions developing cans that could be used in space, only to discover the 
cans rendered the liquid unpalatable. Nonetheless, memorabilia from this failed endeavour is 
both rare and desirable. 

2. The personal belongings an astronaut is allowed to take into space are placed in what is known 
as a "Personal Preference Kit". These are very popular at auction. 

3. The US recently passed a bill allowing NASA astronauts to sell the memorabilia they brought 
back from their missions. This has brought some fantastic consignments to the market and 
reignited the interest of the top collectors. 

4. The Smithsonian's National Air and Space Museum is the largest of the organisation's 19 
museums, with over 60,000 objects in the collection. 

5. One of the original Sputnik satellites was bought for just $15,000 after the Soviet Union 
collapsed, and passed through US customs disguised as two salad bowls.   

Top 10 most valuable space memorabilia (From Paul Fraser) 

10) Apollo 11 flight plan - $152,000 

9) Yuri Gagarin's Vostok-1 typescript - $171,000 

8) Alan Shepard's Gemini space suit - $187,500 

7) Charles Duke Jr's Apollo 16 wrist mounted checklist - $206,000 

6) Falcon lunar module's Attitude Control joystick from Apollo 15 - $206,000 



5) Apollo 11 navigational chart - $218,000 

4) Alexei Leonov's Apollo-Soyuz suit - $242,000 

3) Dave Scott's Apollo 15 cuff checklist - $303,710 

2) Jim Lovell's Apollo 13 notebook - $388,375 

1) Vostok 3KA-2: the test spacecraft sent into orbit 20 days before Gagarin's historic first 
manned flight in space - $2.9m 
 
On Line Resources for Space Collectors (In the order I found them) 
 
Space Collecting Blogspot 
http://spacecollecting.blogspot.com 
 
Collecting Patches 
http://genedorr.com/patches/Collect.html 
 
 
Paul Fraser Collectibles 
http://store.paulfrasercollectibles.com/space-and-aviation-s/1825.htm 
An entire section of the site is devoted to collecting space and aviation.  
 
Regency Superior 
http://www.regencystamps.com/default.aspx 
Stamps and covers.  
 
Bohnams 
http://www.bonhams.com/departments/SPA/ 
Space History auctions focus on space exploration from the early days of Project Mercury and 
Vostok through the Gemini missions, the historic Apollo moon landings, Soyuz, Skylab, ASTP, 
and beyond. 
 
Astronaut Archives 
www. http://astronautarchives.com 
Astronaut autogrpahs. 
 
RR Auction 
http://www.rrauction.com/browse_gallery.cfm?category=218 
Patches, photos, tools, autographs and more.  
 
 
 



Novaspace Art 
http://www.novaspace.com 
Hundreds of posters, limited edition prints and other art from and for space. 
 
Hobby Space 
http://www.hobbyspace.com/Collecting/ 
On this site is information and items for sale that include: art, memorabilia, movies, news, blogs 
and lots of other materials. It shows that space and exploration are fun for all and not just rocket 
scientists.  
 
Space Flown Artifacts 
http://www.spaceflownartifacts.com/space_memorabilia_valuation.html 
This site offers free valuations of NASA space collectibles and memorabilia.  
 
Astronaut Central 
http://www.astronautcentral.com 
A source for historic, investment quality astronaut autographs, space memorabilia and artifacts. 
 
CG Publishing 
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Space_Series.html 
Books about NASA and space exploration.  
 
Astronaut Scholarship & Autograph Store 
http://astronautscholarship.org/autograph-store/ 
Store proceeds benefit the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, 
which provides scholarships to exceptional college students in the science or engineering field of 
their major. The Foundation funds $10,000 scholarships annually and has awarded more than 
$3.5 million nationwide. For more information, call 321-449-4876. The Astronaut Scholarship 
Foundation (ASF) is proud to offer more than 150 authentic, astronaut autographed items for the 
space enthusiast in you. 
 
Espacelollini.com 
http://www.espacelollini.com/alb/indexUS.php 
A French site devoted to commemorative stamps about space exploration.  
 
Farthest Reaches 
http://www.farthestreaches.com 
A selection of space history memorabilia.  Thousands of astronaut autographs, space autographs, 
books, NASA paper, flown space artifacts, assorted memorabilia and a variety of items from the 
personal collections of the legends of the manned space program.  
 
Galactic Stone and Ironworks 
http://www.galactic-stone.com 
Want to buy a meteorite? Now you can, at this web site.  



 
Moonpans 
www.Moonpans.com 
A site dedicated to mankind's greatest adventure, the Apollo Missions to the Moon. Moonpans 
offers rare and highly collectable pieces of memorabilia from the Apollo Moon Missions. 
Including Authentic Apollo Astronaut Autographs, Flown to the Moon artifacts and our 
exclusive hi-res Apollo Panoramas which were taken by the Apollo Astronauts when they visited 
the Moon between 1969 and 1972. The Apollo panoramas were assembled by UK based Mike 
Constantine in Adobe Photoshop, each one is made from several separate NASA photos obtained 
from The Apollo Archive, the Apollo Lunar Surface Journal, and The Lunar and Planetary 
Institute. 
 
 
 


